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A Gospel
Rooted

Prayer

This week we will examine the reason for Paul’s letter to the church at Colossae in Colossians 1:3-14. In this week’s text we see Paul

earnestly praying for the people and imploring that they hold steadfast to the faith, wisdom, and knowledge they have been given by God. We

are once again reminded of the glory of the Gospel when Paul reminds us that [God] has delivered us from the domain of darkness and

transferred us to the Kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. It is going to be great.

We thank You that
us when two or three of us are gathered together,

e are going to be in Colossians chapter
one today. Last week we began by
looking at the first two verses of

Colossians. We learned together that the author of
this letter was Paul, that his traveling companion and
friend was Timothy, that he was writing the letter to
the Christians in the city of Colossae and that he sent
the people of Colossae a benevolent greeting. Today
we pick up in verse three.

Pastor Chris
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today, Lord.
It is in Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN.

CoLO0OSSIANS CHAPTER ONE

(English Standard Version)

% We always thank God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, *since we heard
of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you
have for all the saints, *> because of the hope laid up
for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in

Today’s

Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; Mark 1:14; John 1:14; 14:9; Acts 12:24; 16:13-15
1 Corinthians 13:13; Galatians 1; 5:6; Philippians 2:5-8; Colossians 1:3-14;

Scriptures 1 Thessalonians 1:8; 1 Timothy 3:16; Hebrews 1:11; Revelation 17:14; 19:16




Throughout all of human history,

the word ‘gospel” has been synonymous with truth.

in the word of the truth, the gospel, ® which has come
to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing
fruit and growing—as it also does among you, since
the day you heard it and understood the grace of
God in truth,  just as you learned it from Epaphras
our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister
of Christ on your behalf ® and has made known to us
your love in the Spirit.

® And so, from the day we heard, we have not
ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled
with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom
and understanding, ' so as to walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing
fruit in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God. ** May you be strengthened with
all power, according to his glorious might, for all
endurance and patience with joy, *? giving thanks to
the Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in light. ** He has delivered
us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to
the kingdom of his beloved Son, ** in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Let us pray.

ord, thank You that when we study your
Word we have the promise of learning

more about who You are in your Gospel.
Lord, I ask that You tie my tongue to Gospel
truth. It is in Jesus name we pray. AMEN.

TRUTH

Truth is important. In academics, one of the
fundamental principles for the study of logic and
philosophy is that people tell the truth. If we cannot
assume that they tell the truth, the foundation for
logic and philosophy no longer exists — thus logical
assumptions can no longer be established.

I am fascinated by the ways people attempt to
assure us their word is true. As if it isn’t simple
enough for others to just believe they are telling the
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truth, some people feel they have to up the ante to
assure us their word is true.

For instance, my beloved Middle School students
will often swear they are telling the truth — Pastor
Chris, | swear [ didn’t throw the pool ball through
the window — in some effort to help me believe they
are telling the truth.

Or you might hear a younger child seal a promise
with a pinkie swear in an effort to assure the
recipient of a promise of its validity.

Adults lose some of the innocence when assuring
us their words are true, often swearing to God that
they are to be trusted.

Or, from my own childhood, one of my
grandfathers, after weaving together a fanciful tall
tale from his past, will often end his story by
invoking a peculiar assurance: And THAT is the
Gospel truth!

That’s an interesting phrase, isn’t it? That’s the
Gospel truth. What do you think he means by that? |
think he knows something we all know, and that is
throughout all of human history, the word gospel has
been synonymous with truth. In fact, in the Greek,
evayyéAov (Euangelion, oo-an-gellian), good news,
is exactly what the Gospel is, and even those who do
not know the truth of Jesus as the Messiah have an
understanding that the word gospel means truth.

And so today we will begin looking at these
verses and be reminded of the good news. Actually,
not just the good news, but the BEST news, the
MOST WONDERFUL news, the news of Jesus.

The word Gospel comes to us as Christians as a
word of victory and an assurance of hope. And this
tremendous good news, the Gospel, is at the root of
Paul’s prayer, beginning in verse three of Colossians
chapter one.

As we learned last week, Paul had never actually
been to Colossae, but he was aware of the hearts of
the believers there because the good news about
their faith had been delivered to Paul by Epaphras,
who traveled to visit Paul while he was most likely
under house arrest in Rome. From all accounts,
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Epaphras planted the church in Colossae and he was
probably a convert of Paul’s preaching ministry in
Ephesus, which we learned was in the same region
of Asia Minor as Colossae. This church planter
shared with Paul the good news about the growing
faith of the church in Colossae, but also a warning.
So as Paul wrote to the church, he offered both
praise and a petition, or challenge.

Let’s begin by parsing, or breaking down, Paul’s
praise for the people of Colossae and for the work of
the Gospel, beginning in verse three.

THANKS AND PRAISE

We always thank God

It was Paul’s customary pattern to begin his letters
with a salutation, and then to offer thanks. Twelve of
his thirteen letters begin this way, with the one
exception being his letter to the Galatians. In that
letter he seemed to be so frustrated that he skipped
the pleasantries and began directly with correcting
them, as my parents used to do with me. There was
no,

Chris, you are our son, in whom we are well-
pleased. Come over here so we might discipline you.
Instead it was, Over here; let’s talk.

Continuing on,

GLORY
WHERE GLORY IS DUE

the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we
pray for you,

Here Paul is establishing the relationship between
Jesus and the Father — a relationship we will
examine more deeply next week — affirming what
we see in John 14:9, If you have seen me, you have
seen the Father. Yet, Paul also makes it clear that
Jesus is the Son of God; God incarnate — God in the
flesh; * and Immanuel — God with us.? Jesus became
a servant on earth, and in His resurrection He was
exalted back to His rightful place as King of Kings
and Lord of Lords.®> When Paul prayed for the
Colossians, he thanked God for them, giving glory

! John 1:14; Philippians 2:5-8; 1 Timothy 3:16
? |saiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23
® Revelation 17:14; 19:16
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The word ‘gospel”’
comes to us as Christians
as a word of victory

and an assurance of hope.

where glory is due. In essence he said, | see you and
give God the glory for the good work He has done in
you. He didn’t simply thank the Colossians
themselves for the faith they had. We see this in
verse four.

THE GOSPEL

*since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus

Paul was thanking the Colossians for having faith
and also thanking God for it. Here we see one of
several truths about the Gospel.

The Gospel Is Received By Faith
I want to thank God for the Good News that you
believe in.

Similarly, | often thank God for the thirst for the
Gospel here at Reynolda Church. It is an interesting
mix of people that call this church home. Some of us
grew up Pentecostal; some of us grew up Baptist or
Presbyterian; some of us love John Calvin more than
others of us. But the truth is that all of us, | hope,
cling to this truth; we thirst for the Gospel.

Paul says to the Church at Colossae, | thank God
that you thirst for the Gospel and that God has given
you faith to believe.

Mark 1:14 tells us, Jesus came into Galilee,
proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, ‘The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand;
repent and believe in the gospel.’

Jesus said repent and believe. Paul said, 1 am
thankful to God that you have responded as God
moved on your heart.
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Yet, faith is not hopeful longing; faith is based on
evidence.

I grew up in a little town north of the city called
King. (Someone who lives in King was in the first
service today and reminded me | have been out of
the city too long because | say King instead of
Kang.) King is a small town, exit 123 on highway 52
North — you should stop at our McDonald’s; it is
fantastic!

AITH

The evidence of things not seen

The evidence of God’s faithfulness
to His people
throughout all of His History

The root of our hope
The substance of things hoped for

Not the longing
for God to be faithful
but the knowledge
that God is faithful
and belief in that truth
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King is an interesting city. It essentially has only
one road with streetlights, that being Main Street,
and all the other streets at night are almost
completely dark. And so growing up as a teenager
and driving on those streets, | realized | had to trust
the signs, because if I didn’t | would run off the road
into a wilderness. So when the sign said Yield, I
yielded; when the sign said, Curvy Road, | followed
it. At no point in my life did | ever see those road
signs and not trust them; at no point did | ever see a
stop sign and realize that it actually meant, Go, that
somebody was messing with me, (although
occasionally a teenager would think it was funny to
spray paint Go on a Stop sign, but STOP could
always still be seen on the sign).

When we see those road signs that say, Curvy
road ahead, we do not think that when we get
around the curve we are going to drop down five
hundred feet from the road. We trust the signs.

Faith is like that. It is based on evidence. It is
based on God’s faithfulness to His people
throughout all of His history.

Faith is not longing for God to be faithful; it is
knowing that God is faithful and believing in that
truth. So Paul reminded the Colossians that faith is
not hoping for God’s goodness; it is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
Faith is at the root of why we have hope.

And continuing on, here is the result of that hope:

The Gospel Results In Love
. and of the love that you have for all the
saints,

4

The Gospel is received in faith and results in love.
Galatians 5:6 says, Faith works by love. When you
have faith in Jesus, you are going to love your
brother, because for all the saints suggests that this
love given through faith is a non-selective love. In it,
your heart weeps when others weep; your heart
celebrates when others celebrate. The same love, the
love of Jesus, which attracts all sinners to Himself,
also draws sinners to one another. We love God
because He first loved us,® and in turn we love one
another. We are saved by faith and saved to love.

Now, a third step:

* Hebrews 1:11
>1 John 4:19
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We should declare the glory of God among the nations

because in this way He will show his superiority

over all other gods that make pretentious claims.

The Gospel Rests In Hope
®because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.

We are saved by faith, which results in love, and
rests in hope. This echoes the proclamation of 1
Corinthians thirteen, and now abides faith, hope and
love.® This hope, laid up in heaven, is an inheritance.

Paul’s view of heaven is both now and not yet.
Meaning, Paul believes we have glimpses of heaven
now, here on earth, but not all of heaven now. In
God’s sovereignty, He reveals a portion of the
treasures of heaven, but not all of them. Some are
laid up for us.

Some of us suffer from an over-realized
eschatology, meaning we are so focused on this
temporal world that when things go bad we forget
that this isn’t it, although there are glimpses of it in
this world.

For instance, | fully believe that God is going to
heal and restore Grace Josey. That is a glimpse of
heaven on this side of eternity. Yet sickness will get
all of us at some point, unless Jesus comes, but the
hope is laid up for us in heaven. The blessings of
heaven are now, yes, but also not yet; here and later;
here and not yet. And thus we are reminded that the
root of our hope is both now and not yet.

The Gospel Spreads To All People

Of this you have heard before in the word of

the truth, the gospel, ® which has come to you,
as indeed in the whole world

Paul thanks God that the faith of the Colossians
has been received, that their love has been
experienced, that their hope is stored up, and that
there is an assurance that this good news will reach
the world. | have been reminded in this verse how
the diversity of the Gospel glorifies God. The use of
the word world by Paul is not simply a geographical
distinction. He is not simply saying the Gospel will

® 1 Corinthians 13:13
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John Piper

go beyond Colossae to other towns, but instead that
it will go to a diverse group of people. Yes, this
Gospel has come to you, Paul says, but also to the
whole world.

John Piper made this statement:

Paul’s understanding of what is happening in his
missionary work among the nations is that Christ is
demonstrating his greatness in winning obedience
from all peoples of the world.

Have you ever read something and wished you
had written it? I wish I had made this next statement:

We should declare the glory of God among the
nations because in this way he [God] will show his
superiority over all other gods that make pretentious
claims.’

That is good stuff. By seeing the diversity of
God’s people in the world, we are reminded that
amongst all other gods that make pretentious claims,
our God is superior. God is most glorified when we
see His people as the most diversified. Paul is
reminding the church at Colossae, and the church at
2200 Reynolda Road, that the Gospel is for all types
of people AND that the Gospel is self-propelling.

The Gospel Is Self-Propelling

If you know me very well you know that manual
labor is not within any sense or scope of my gifting.
(I tried to paint a bathroom in our house, and one
of our friends who was visiting asked me later, Who
painted that bathroom? She thought kids from
church had come and painted it. | confessed | was
the one who had painted it.)

But growing up, one of my few duties was to
mow the yard. My Dad, God bless him, moved onto
a lot that had two acres of grass, so we did a lot of
mowing. Well, not really. | probably mowed five
times, but to me it felt like hundreds of times. Dad
had the greatest invention — one that was up there
with the DVR or TiVo; it was a self-propelled push

7 John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad, 2" ed., (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2003) 200.
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The
PEL

Rooted in grace

Received By faith
Results in love
Rests in hope

Spreads to all people

Has an inward energy

to produce new life in your heart

Has an outward, self-propelling
energy to produce fruit
throughout the world
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mower. With it you can look like you are working,
but you are really doing almost nothing — right?

Dad always warned us to be careful not to mow
the grass when it was too wet, but | wanted to do
what | wanted to do, so | just ignored that and went
out with the self-propelled mower to the east side of
the property, where there was a slight hill. I was
pushing the self-propelled mower up that hill when
my feet slipped, but the problem was that no one
told the mower, so it kept propelling up the hill,
dragging me behind it. [For some reason | never
thought to let go of the handle].

As | was telling this story to my wife last night,
she said, You could have died! She was right, but as
I told her, Yeah, but eleven-year olds never think
about that!

The Gospel is a lot like that mower. It will go
forth in fullness and power, with or without us, to all
people in all nations, taking ground for the glory of
God. The good news is that occasionally God allows
us in on the plan, and that is why Paul is reminding
us along with the Colossians that the Gospel comes
to us in faith, gives us love, rests in something laid
up for us in the future, spreads to all people, and,
although it doesn’t need us, by God’s grace,
goodness and sovereign choice, we are privileged to
participate in His Gospel work, both in our own city
and in the world.

The Gospel Produces The Fruit of Faith
The end of verse six reads,

[This self-propelled Gospel] is bearing fruit
and growing—as it also does among you, since
the day you heard it and understood the grace
of God in truth,

The Gospel is received in faith, results in love,
rests in hope, spreads to all people and produces the
fruit of faith. It is alive and has an inward energy to
produce new life in your heart, and an outward
energy to produce fruit throughout the world.

Acts 12:24 says of the early church, But the word
of God increased and multiplied.

1 Thessalonians 1:8 says, For not only has the
word of the Lord sounded forth from you, but your
faith in God has gone forth everywhere.

The Gospel Is Rooted In Grace

Paul contends to Colossae that the word of God
has spread and is growing and it is rooted in grace.
All other religions are based on the fact that a man
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can, by his own righteous acts, reconcile himself
back to God, yet only Christianity contends that it is
by God’s unmerited favor alone that we are
reconciled.

Lydia

Consider Lydia, whom | suggested last week
likely received from Colossae the purple cloth which
she sold. Her story is in Acts sixteen:

One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, a
seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God.
The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what
was said by Paul.®

The Gospel Lydia received in faith, which
resulted in love and hope, and had spread through
Paul’s teaching, was given to her by the grace of
God. Isn’t this remarkable? Grace is simply God
giving us what we do not deserve.

Epaphras

And here were the qualification of Epaphras, who
brought this message:

" just as you learned it from Epaphras our
beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister
of Christ on your behalf ® and has made known
to us your love in the Spirit.

Epaphras was a beloved fellow, or a better
translation there would be, servant, slave or bond
servant. He had given up his own will for the will of
God. This slave to the Gospel had delivered the
Gospel to Colossae. Paul continued on to call
Epaphras a diakonos, a servant — our word for
Deacon. Epaphras had heard the good news and
shared it with his brothers and sisters in Colossae.

0, we now know in Colossians, the author, the

friend of Paul, the audience, the greeting, and
the power by which we have been redeemed and set
free to do God’s good work in the world. Let’s press
forward just a little further.

A WARNING

We have seen Paul’s praise for the people of
Colossae for their God-given faith, and now we read
a petition, or warning.

% And so, from the day we heard, we have not
ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled

® Acts 16:13-15
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with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom
and understanding, '° so as to walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing
fruit in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God.

Paul seems to be juxtaposing the knowledge of
God that gives faith with a competing theory or
method here. It is becoming abundantly clear that
there was some other force at work in Colossae that
was a threat to this young church community. By
saying, be filled with the knowledge of his will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding, Paul was
insinuating that it might be possible to be filled with
something other than the Gospel. There has been a
significant amount written and speculated about the
heresy in Colossae. It is clear that Paul was
compelled by the Spirit to write a warning, or
petition about false teachings, but there is wide
speculation about the nature of them.

THREATS
ToO A YOUNG CHURCH

I would suggest that there were at least four major
sources of religious influence in Colossae, and that
by understanding these four movements we can
begin to piece together a portrait of the heretical
threat to the Church at Colossae.

The Phrygians

Last week we learned that Colossae was
established by the year 500 BC in the region of
Phrygia in Asia Minor, which was like a county. As
a result, there would have been an indigenous
people, called the Phrygians, in the city at the time
of Paul. The Phrygian people would have primarily
believed in mystery religions, which were the basic
religiousss foundation of the region for centuries—
long before Colossae was even established in Asia
Minor.

Various cults were part of the mystery religions,
and many were associated with the Artemis temple.
The Dionysus cult was very prevalent, and it
included worship of the fertility and agricultural
gods. This is the threat we saw against Paul in Acts
nineteen last week. Typical of the mystery religions,
it was characterized by great superstition and a great
fear of the unknown. Because of that fear, those in
the mystery religions would band together and be
initiated into secret groups, or secret mystery
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societies. So when Paul used the word mystery in
Colossians, saying that the mystery has been
revealed in Christ Jesus, it would have been an
oxymoron to those coming from the mystery
religions, because for them, mysteries were not
meant to be revealed.

The Greeks

A second major religious influence in Colossae
was the Greeks. We know that Alexander the Great
conquered the whole land of Asia Minor around 350
years before Jesus and with him brought Hellenistic
or Greek philosophy. Their philosophy would be
characterized as variously neo- or pre-Platonism,
Stoicism, or Epicureanism, which meant that the
people believed strongly in the separation of the soul
and body. They believed they could do anything
they wanted with their body — and they did — while
at the same time their soul was protected because it
was separate from their body. So they could be
righteous in their soul, yet live in debauchery in their
body, and still be okay.

Some people would argue the prevalence at that
time in Colossae of Gnosticism, the idea that one
could get to God by merely thinking about Him. | do
not think so; Gnosticism came much later than
Colossae. | think the prevalent belief was a much
more rudimentary view of separation of soul and
body.

Ancient Judaism

The third major religious influence in Colossae
came from the deeply-rooted faith of the ancient
Diaspora Jews, who brought their ancestral faith
during the Babylonian exile, around 600 BCE, when
many of the Jews were removed from their
homeland and many, maybe as many as over
100,000 men, women and children, resettled in
Colossae.

Why is this important? Because these people had
deep Jewish roots, and so most, including myself,
believe that the early disciples of Jesus were very
young. | draw this from a lot of sources, one of those
being that it is clear that Peter was the only person
who paid the Temple tax. None of the other disciples
went to the Temple to pay the tax, which signifies to
me that most likely they were under the age of
eighteen, and although a seventeen-year old in the
Bible was not like your seventeen-year old today — |
promise; they were men by that age — it would
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suggest their parents were still Jews of the ancient
remnant. They may have treated their kids in much
the same way we treat ours today:

Oh, let them go play over there for a while; they
will come back. It’s okay; they’re in college; they
need to explore. They need to discover faith for
themselves, but they’ll come back to the faith we
taught them, while at the same time challenging
them to consider that the new Christianity had no
history, no roots. Come back. Thus the temptation
for Jewish Christians in Colossae would have been
to return to their Jewish faith.

So three of the major religious influences in
Colossae were the indigenous Phrygians, the
Hellenistic thought of separation of soul and body,
and ancient Judaism.

Roman Culture

One other more obscure group would have been
the Romans, who conquered the Greeks about one
hundred to one hundred and fifty years before Jesus.
Their influence was much less religious than
cultural, but a brief mention of their contribution to
Colossian culture will inform some later study
together.

We have never seen an empire like Rome. It grew
quickly and was marked by its industrial expansion.
Romans were incredibly efficient. They built roads,
moved cities, and established military bases, one of
which was Colossae.

Along with the industrialization of the area came a
particularly unhealthy form of the Roman work-
ethic. If you could work harder than other people,
you could be lifted to a level of esteem and praise.
So built into the value system of Colossae was
probably an idea that, If I just work harder, do more,
act the right way, get more done, be more
productive, I'll have more value — quite like the
American culture, right? And for early Christians in
that area during the time of Paul, that work ethic
began to manifest in finding value in one’s work,
rather than in Christ.

AN UNDEFINED HERESY

Four streams of influence, the Phrygians, the
Greeks, the ancient Jews and the Romans, flowed
like four rivers into the pool of Colossian culture.
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| KNOW God'’s will

because He has labored throughout human history

to reveal His will to me in His Word,

His eternal, protected, divinely inspired Scriptures.

Yet, the church in Colossae was threatened by a
myriad of traditions, backgrounds, and convictions,
so the heresy was complex and not explicitly defined
by Paul, but these four streams of competing
ideologies provide a broad understanding of what
could have been happening in Colossae.

Paul chose not to specifically define the heresy,
and | think it was intentional, for he wanted the
people to focus on what they had in Christ, not on
what they believed they were missing from their
past.

THE WILL OF GOD

Consider these words: °And so, from the day we
heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking
that you may be filled with the knowledge of his will
in all spiritual wisdom and understanding.

| find it interesting that Paul says that being filled
with knowledge of God’s will brings about spiritual
wisdom. What do you think Paul meant here?

John Calvin wrote in his commentary on
Colossians:

... the knowledge of the divine will, [God’s will]
by which expression he sets aside all inventions of
men, [we do not get to perceive what God’s will is
unless God shows it to us] and all speculations that
are at variance with the word of God. For his will is
not to be sought anywhere else than in his word.

John Calvin was beginning to understand, and |
think rightly, that the place that God’s will is
revealed is in God’s Word, and God has set aside
our imperfect speculations for His perfect revelation
in the Scripture. Calvin continues by saying, The
will of God was the only rule of right knowledge;’

o Copyright © 2010 Forgotten Books. John Calvin, Calvin's
Bible Commentaries: Philippians, Colossians, and
Thessalonians, 1847. Republished by Forgotten Books,
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or, in setting aside our imperfect speculation for His
perfect revelation, God’s will is accurately revealed
in His Word.

I have found this text very helpful this week in my
own life. Too often when life comes at me | quickly
respond by saying, I am going to seek God’s will for
this situation, and never consult God’s perfect
revealed will in His Word. It is as if when we are
looking for God’s will, we are looking for something
that is lost. If | just knew the right place to look, I'd
know God’s will.

God’s will is not lost — but perfectly revealed. |
want to be careful here, but this is why | do not pray,
Lord if it be your will. | believe | have been given
God’s will in His Word. Some would say that in not
praying, Lord if it be your will, I am diminishing the
sovereignty of God to work in a situation, but I
actually think it is the exact opposite, that it elevates
God’s sovereignty to elevate His eternal, protected,
divinely-inspired Scriptures.

I KNOW God’s will because He has labored
throughout human history to reveal His will to me in
His Word. Calvin and Paul are reminding us even
today that God’s Word reveals God’s will, and God
uses the gifts of the Holy Spirit to affirm His
revealed will.

This is why we believe in prophetic words and
prophetic blessing. This is why we believe that God
can speak through people today; why we believe
God still heals; why we believe that people who are
blind can now see; and why we believe that hearts
which were dead can have new life.

And we believe that because Scripture says those
things are true, that they are God’s will. And so we
rest in the knowledge that God has revealed His
perfect will to us, and we can pray like it is true.

2007, p. 119, (accessed June 11, 2010)
http://www.forgottenbooks.org/info/9781605062761.
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It is our tendency
to pray only during the famine,
or for the famine,
but not in the harvest.
You know that you
share the inheritance
with Christ Jesus,
so pray like you share it,
giving thanks for the good things

God has done.

PRAYING
DURING THE HARVEST

Paul continues by saying that now that you know
the power of the Gospel, now that you have avoided
the temptations of being misled,

1 May you be strengthened with all power,
according to his glorious might, for all endurance
and patience with joy, ' giving thanks to the Father,
who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of
the saints in light.

It is our tendency to pray only during the famine,
or for the famine, but not in the harvest. Do you find
this in your own prayer life? | am often on my knees
during the famine, but during the harvest, | rarely
pray like it is harvest time. | still pray like it is
famine time. But here Paul challenges the
Colossians to pray during harvest, the times of
plenty, as well. He says that you know that you
share the inheritance with Christ Jesus, so pray like
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you share it, giving thanks for the good things God
has done.

My wife is probably the best example | know of
this type of prayer, particularly during prayer for our
children. At night she prays for our children:

Lord, I thank You that Adam is going to come to
saving faith in you at an early age.

Not, Lord, please help Adam to come to saving
faith.

But, Lord, thank You that my son, whom You
designed for dignity, whom You love, is going to
come to saving faith in You. Thank You that You
created him for purpose. Thank You that You have
given him a tender heart. Thank You that You have
given him this energy. Teach us how to harness it.

She prays like there is a harvest, like God’s will
has been revealed and she is praying in faith that
God is faithful to His word.

A POWERFUL REFRAIN

This section of Colossians began with Paul giving
praise to God for the Colossians’ faith. He then
offered a petition, a request for the Colossians to
hold steadfast to the truths they had received from
God. And then, at the conclusion of this section,
Paul offers a powerful refrain | believe these two
verses serve as a doxology, a short hymn of praise,
to the previous twelve verses.

3 He has delivered us from the domain of
darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his
beloved Son, ** in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins.

There are cool things you learn from your parents.
My Dad gets up at some ridiculously early time
every day, and | noticed when | was at their house
that he would often write a sweet note to Esther, put
it on a Post-it® note, and stick it to the mirror. The
notes would declare, You are my beloved, or, | am so
proud of you, or, You bring quality to my life. (At
some point the mirror was no longer of any use
because there were so many little notes covering it!)

I was thinking as | was reading this text from Paul
that this is Paul’s Post-it® note to the church at
Colossae. It was his reminder, his powerful refrain,
about what God had done for them in Jesus Christ,
about how much they mattered to Him, about how
much God loved them.
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You have been changed;

you have been transferred.

You were once of the kingdom of darkness,

and now you are of the Kingdom of Light.

NOTHING CAN CHANGE
KINGDOMS

I must admit that | know very little about the
biological sciences. However, when 1 first read this
language from Paul’s letter, He has delivered us
from the domain of darkness and transferred us to
the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins, my heart leapt
with a thought.

In biology there are eight main taxonomic ranks:
domain, kingdom, phylum, class, order and so on,
and one of the foundational tenets for the biological
sciences is that nothing ever changes kingdoms.
Meaning, a dog will never suddenly change and
become a mushroom, because nothing ever changes
kingdoms. A flower will never become a deer and
the algae of a still pond will never grow legs and
walk up onto the shore, because nothing ever
changes kingdoms. When | go home today, | expect
my dog to continue to be a dog. | expect her to mess
on the floor and chew on things she shouldn’t chew.
I don’t expect her to ever become potty trained like
my three-year old, because she is a dog. She is going
to continue to be a dog. Things cannot change
kingdoms because they cannot change natures. A
dog is always a dog because they never change ...

UNLESS ...

UNLESS, unless someone’s nature could change.
See, if your nature could change, then your kingdom
could change. If a dog’s nature could change, then a
dog could change kingdoms.

I was of the kingdom of darkness, until my nature
changed and when my nature changed, | changed
kingdoms. It is good news for me to know that if |
were the only person on earth, God would have still
sent His Son because my nature needed to be
changed. While | was serving the kingdom of
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darkness, because God loved me so much and
designed me for a great destiny, He made an
unthinkable choice to send to earth His only Son,
Jesus, Who left His rightful throne as King of Kings
and Lord of Lords.

Jesus came and was born in a lonely manger
behind an insignificant inn. He lived a life I could
never live, a completely perfect life. And yet, He
then was accused and convicted of my sin, and
allowed himself to be nailed to a cross to die,
knowing that sin and death had to be once and for all
conquered.

Three days later, He arose from the dead, and
because of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, our
nature is able to be changed. By placing our faith in
Him, we go from the kingdom of darkness to the
Kingdom of Jesus Christ, God’s Son. We go from
being an orphan, destined for destruction, to being
an heir of all the spiritual blessings in heaven. We go
from one kingdom to another Kingdom!

ou have been changed; you have been

transferred. You were once of the kingdom
of darkness, and now you are of the Kingdom of
Light.

AND THAT’S
THE GOSPEL TRUTH!

od, thank You that while we were

sinners, You set us free. When You

should have killed us, You gave us
life. And so Lord, now we gather at your table to
celebrate the Lord’s supper, and we are
reminded again of that profound truth.

In Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN.
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We never want to end a service without As you leave here today, leave with this Gospel

giving you the opportunity to accept Jesus truth, that your very nature has been changed and
as your Savior. If you have never done that before, you have switched kingdoms! And, as you leave
never asked Him to be King of your life, let today be here today, leave knowing also that your church and
the day that you say, | cannot do this on my own. your God love you deeply.
Jesus, take my heart and let it be. I send you out with a blessing,

M ay God the Father,
Who created you for a great destiny,
Jesus the Son
Who died in your place for your sins,
And the Holy Spirit,
Who dwells in you so that He might work through you,
Be with you now and always.

And all God’s people said,
AMEN!
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